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tendency. Let us cure a low ambition by cultivating a high one ; and this may be done by connecting it in our thoughts with some primary appetence of a high character, such as the love of good to ourselves or others. Lust is best corrected by cherishing a pure love. Idleness or listlessness may be overcome by determining to pursue a noble end. As we do so, our associations will cluster round the object, to which we will be drawn by all the force of a primary affection.
SECTION VI.
DIFFERENCES  OF  APPETENCES  IN  DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS.
Some of these, such as the love of happiness and the reverse, operate in the hearts of all men; others, such as the love of polite society and refinement, are confined to a fe\v. There are persons who are incapable of being moved by ends which powerfully attract others: thus their worldly substance so engrosses some that they cannot understand how any one should set a high value on knowledge; while with others the thirst for learning overpowers the love of gold and every other sordid disposition. Some inclinations seem to be personal and peculiar to the individual, as you see in that youth a tendency to solitary musing not known among any of his kindred. Others are hereditary, and run in families, it may be penuriousness, or vanity, or the love of excitement or of strong drink; or are characteristic of races, as the love of war or of conquest. Some are strong in youth, and become weaker in old age, as the appetites and the amorous affections with all their concomitants, and very often also the love of gayety and small ambitions. Some are apt to be strong in the female character, such as the love of dress and of admiration, of sympathy with joy and sorrow; others are, usually, stronger in the male sex, as pride, courage, and the love of adventure and speculation. Some of the motives are fixed,